Judges 21:1-25
Israel Provides for Benjamin’s Survival

1-4 Recognition of the Problem

5-14 Initial Solution — women from Jabesh-gilead

15-24 Secondary Solution — women from Shiloh

25 Summary Statement

Food for Thought

e Even as they sought justice, the Israelites did

cost lives.

e The ending of this story, like the book in general, is

that

Three centuries later, Israel’s first king, Saul, was a Benjamite from Gibeah (1 Sam
10:26), and likely a descendant of the Jabesh-gileadite women, which would
explain his sense of kinship in rescuing them from Ammon (1 Sam 11:1-11).

When Saul died on Mount Gilboa, his head and weapons were sent around the
Philistine territory on a victory lap. His body was hung on the city wall of Beth-
shean, and it was the men of Jabesh-gilead who stole it by night and buried his
remains (1 Sam 31:8-13).

A thousand years later his namesake Saul/Paul, also a Benjamite, became the
apostle to the Gentiles (Rom 11:1).
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