
Judges 20:1-18 
Israel Goes to War Against Benjamin 

 
 
1-7  The Levite recounts his horrible experience 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8-11  The Israelites agree to act 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12-18  The sides are drawn up and God is consulted 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Food for Thought 
 

• The other Israelites were _______________ to be outraged. 

• The other Israelites were right to _________________________ before 

going to war. 

• God’s response indicated that he __________________________ of the 

punishment of the Benjamites. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Adapted from the New Moody Bible Atlas, map 46. 
 

How many thousands? 
This account includes several references to the number of troops and other 
groups of people. Many of these descriptions use the Hebrew word eleph 

(Heb. אֶלֶף), often translated “thousand.” However, like many other words, 

this word can be used in a variety of ways: 
 

1) “thousand,” e.g. Gen 20:16 (price) or Num 3:50 (amount) 
 

2) a group -- be it a clan/family, a military squad, rotation of priests, etc.; 
Josh 22:14, “clans of Israel,” Judg 6:15, “my family is poor in 
Manasseh” 

 

3) a leader, chief, or officer; 1 Kgs 20:30, “a wall fell on 27 chief men” 


