Judges 19:22-30
Benjamites Murder the Levite’s Concubine

22-26 The concubine is murdered

27-30 The Levite calls for justice

Document from Mari, c. 1800 BC
“To my lord, speak. Bahhdi-Lim your servant speaks as follows: For five full
days | have waited for the Hanaeans but the people do not gather. The
Food for Thought Hanaeans have arrived from the steppe and established themselves among
the settlements. Once, twice, | have sent word to the settlements and the
appeal has been made. But they have not gathered together, and for the third
an ,buta . day they have not gathered. Now, if | had my way, a prisoner in jail should be

e |t is shocking how the human heart can get, and not just

killed, his body dismembered, and transported to the area between the villages
as far as Hudnim and Appan in order that the people would fear and gather
e Evil thrives in , literally. quickly, and | could make an attempt in accordance with the command which
my lord has given, to carry out the campaign quickly.”

G. Wallis, ZAW 64 (1952):57-61.

e |t is shocking how quickly evil can into life.




