
Review: Daniel in History 

Daniel 1-6 
 

Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief of his officials, to bring in some of the sons 
of Israel, including some of the royal family and of the nobles, youths in whom was no 
defect, who were good-looking, showing intelligence in every branch of wisdom, 
endowed with understanding, and discerning knowledge, and who had ability for 
serving in the king's court; and he ordered him to teach them the literature and 
language of the Chaldeans. (Dan 1:3-4). 
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Points to Ponder 
 
 One of the astounding aspects of Daniel’s life is that he lived all the way 

through the Exile. He was born and raised in Judea, was taken away in 
the first deportation, was living in the foreign capital of Babylon when 
the second and third waves of deportees arrived, and he lived to see the 
people return to the land. His length of life was unusual, and the period 
he witnessed was unusual. 

 
 Daniel’s resolve to follow God and his strength of character throughout 

his life is remarkable. He was tested at a very young age (deportation) 
and tested at a very old age (lion’s den) and endured. 

 
 God’s placement of such a faithful servant in the highest levels of the 

foreign government is amazing. It demonstrated God’s power in a foreign 
land and over a foreign king; it also showed God’s care for his own 
people. Daniel must have been something of a shepherd for the 
displaced Jews. 

 
 Daniel’s communication with God (interpreting dreams, receiving visions, 

finding favor with a whole string of kings) is highly unusual. It is 
somewhat reminiscent of Joseph, which was another instance where 
God was working on a large-scale project with his people.  

 
 Daniel never returned to the Promised Land. He never enjoyed peace in 

the land or his own inheritance there. He would find a place among the 
faithful ones of Hebrews 11— 

 
“ All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen 
them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed 
that they were strangers and exiles on the earth” (Heb 11:13).   
 
“And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive 
what was promised, because God had provided something better for us, 
so that apart from us they should not be made perfect” (Heb 11:39-40). 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


